
CITY SCHOOLS OF DECATUR 
ESOL NEWSLETTER

Issue No. 4 | December

At Decatur High School, the students are
analyzing and writing procedures. In order
to understand the format and features of
procedure writing, the students have
broken down and examined instructions for
making paper airplanes, playing UNO, and
carving pumpkins. 

For their final project, they will be writing
and sharing instructions for preparing
foods. Their recipes include everything
from french fries and egg yolk meat
dumplings to iced coffee and chocolate
Kinder cheesecake. They are working on
using precise imperative verbs, adjectives
and adverbs that add specificity, and
complex clauses in their writing. The results
are sure to be both well-written and
delicious! 

Mrs. Burke's Class Highlights

The high school students are also
spending time each week working on
Lexia, an online literacy program that
gives them vocabulary, grammar and
comprehension practice at their
individual level. This program has been
known to help students make
tremendous growth within the school
year. Students enjoy using this online
tool as a way to build their reading skills.    

During independent reading, students
are reading and discussing a variety of
fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels, and
poems. Talking about the story elements
and information in books helps support
overall reading comprehension. It also 
 gives students the opportunity to
makes connections through sharing
their  interest and opinions with each
other.  



Helpful Academic Highlights

Family Guide to 
Collaborative Conversations

ESOL SAT/ACT 
Testing Accommodations 

Does your high school ESOL student
receive testing accommodations
(interpreter, reader, use of a
dictionary, extended time, etc.)? Will
they be taking the ACT/SAT this
year? If so, please reach out to your
student's counselor and be sure they
receive testing accommodations for
the ACT/SAT.

ESOL Can-Do Nugget

Need Information Translated?
Translation for any communication on the CSD 
website can be done following these 3 easy steps:
How To Translate Information from your School's Website

Carry out oral instructions containing grade-
level, content-based language
Construct models or use manipulatives to
problem solve based an oral discussion
Form opinions of people, places, or ideas from
oral situations
 Explain in detail the results of oral research 
Give content-based presentations using
technical vocabulary
Answer opinion questions with supporting
details
Sequence steps in grade-level problem
solving

Did You Know???
According to the WIDA Can-Do Descriptor's a
Proficient English Learner in the areas of
Listening and Speaking can:

We will listen actively
We will speak one at a time
We will include everyone in the
conversation. 

Students use classroom norms in school to
build good communication habits.  They
are reviewed often and can be changed or
added to if students agree that it will help
improve conversations. 
Here are some examples classroom norms:

Ask your child what their classroom norms
are and practice using them at home! 

Sometimes children have challenges
engaging in conversations at home,
like interrupting others or not sharing.
Practice setting conversation goals
with your child. This may sound like:
I will allow others to finish their
thoughts, or I will make comments
and share my ideas. Work with them
to develop these skills. 
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